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corduroy roads out of the stiff cane grass (jucal).
This took a lot of time, and wherever possible in
the narrower crossings we would use a very simple
device which we called quite affectionately our
"wedding carpet/' It was a long roll of stiff sacking
some four feet broad. We would unroll and spread
it across a narrow stretch of swamp, and the
problem was solved. As the transport animals have
a habit of following each other in single file, we
would attempt to rush them across at a smart speed
in order to get all of them over before the "carpet"
sank down.
The ever-increasing rains soon converted even
the higher country into an almost impregnable
barrier. Do what we might, it was impossible to
prevent the transport animals from getting bogged.
The unfortunate beasts would wallow up to their
middles, when panic would take possession of them;
and, plunging frantically, they would sink deeper
and deeper into the mire. Meanwhile the loads
would have been scattered to the four winds. Then
the problem was to save not only them but also the
equipment. It required quick work to extricate the
animals, and by the time we reached terra firma
they were too exhausted to do anything but lie
down. The same was true of the men themselves
after their desperate efforts. I doubt if ever before
any swamps on the entire continent heard such
fervent cursing as we gave off during those days.
By keeping at it, however, we made some progress